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PEAcr News angliai pacifista lap, 
é de ugyszélvan a vilag minden 
Nagdban vannak  olvasol. A 
Adéhivatal reméli, hogy alkalmunk 

Mép tibb kiilf6ldi olyasét talalni, 
Mert tisztaban vagyunk avval, hogy 
i. 22 eszmek, melyekért Peace 
OWS kiizd, csak akkor valosulnak 
fs ha az emberiség habortellenes 


ancee a kiilénbézo nemzetiségii 
Rares viszalyai folétt gyozedelmes- 
Mi foe 


att olyan vilagrend megvalésitasan 
lgozunk, melyben hdborukat_ kikiis- 
} sgvltek és hol a nemzetek egy 4j 
Mens _kozésséget alapitottak meg. 
tee ik, hogy én lanunkat erdekes- 
tei fogia talalni. Bardti tidvézile- 
Inket “kiildjiik nnek, ugy e lap 
a tkesztésége névében, mint annak 
» Dacifista mozgalomnak képviselete- 
Balj melynek tigyet Japunk  szol- 


”-_ Je Ee eee See 


FIGHTING SHY OF 
THE CENTRE OF 
THE PROBLEM 


ITHOUT ‘having to show 
. anything in the way of 
jbrovemnent, for the change, 
- centre of international 
jarest has moved this week 
mM Moscow to Paris. 
giesterday and today, Saturday, 
Dt. 28, have been the first two 
the’, in my personal experience since 
ast week in August 1939 during 


re- 
fis , completely unemotional ex- 
yeettion of the early outbreak of 
ow _ Yesterday morning, instead of 
acting me with his usual remark 
Sout the weather, the liftman who 

ge na 


COMMENTARY 
by: ROY SHERWOOD 


Bikes me up to my office said: “4 
get think it’ll be much longer now,” 
Nd at iunchtime I overheard a good 
ine! of the conversation between two 
Meer at the next table, with the ever- 
eo ‘ing refrain: “ Well, what can 
"do about it—it’s got to come.” 


| Soild “Hot” War 


pelt is just this helplessness that i8 
ink | th, So tragic in the bright light it 
i dig ’S on the contrast between in- 

duals’ and nations’ feelings. 


ad in 

hey erible as it is, war would be less 
We Olting if the people themselves 
| Othe all straining to fly at each 
ig S throats. But that only comes, 
# brat Comes at all, after months of the 
; dopP2zanda parts of warfare have 
te their work. Man has not 
ed much from his growth and 
ent val hardening into a lot of difer- 
Wo hational units. It makes one 
| dander about the nature of the fun- 
F jn Mental urge that has driven him 

; | “that direction. 
ns fl dy, centuries past wars were mostly 
nd | coq astic, fought with the aid of mer- 
aries between a number of princes 
the @cide which of them should have 
Whoa zht (1) to rule over the people 
tye © taxability they coveted, and 


‘oll that areas they fancied in order to 


| a 


{ ine their personal iti , 
3 Im personal position more 

i anjortant. But when that ceased 

N | ety there might have been hope for 


xe things, it only made room for 
lg. bITit of nationalism that added 
Savon, chunks of ignorance to the un- 
| og _ “ary motives for which the wars 

No, 2tlier days had been fought. And 
| ~4, Ve have reached a further stage 
Stage of positive—and posi- 


48 jrthe 
i 1 o 

€ | a false—knowledge. 

m | minctive distortion 

ee | RHAPS, though, I ought to say 
t almost instinctive distortion 
‘| {CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 
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THREE PENCE _ 


A Speech the Press Ignored 


AR WILL INCREASE- 


OT END-TYRAN 


NY 


Rhys Davies, M.P. warns Commons 


“WW E presumed to fight the last war to free the human soul, and at 
the end of it the human sou! was more firmly imprisoned in 
Europe than ever. I am positive that if another war breaks out in Europe 
to try to prevent the spread of Communism further West, that Communist 
conception will grow and thrive on the garbage that is left after the 


conflict. 


Therefore, instead of preventing the spread of Communism by 


fighting against it we shall be creating the very conditions upon which 


it will thrive.” 


VHVHIS was the warning ad- 

dressed to the House of 
Commons, in last week’s foreign 
affairs debate, by the pacifist 
M.P. for Westhoughton, Mr. 
Rhys Davies. 


In a memorable speech, unreported 
in the popular Press, the veteran 
Welsh Socialist reiterated his convic- 
tion that neither Britain itself not the 
values for which Britain stands could 
be saved by a-third World War. 

A clash over Berlin, he said, was 
imminent. “If there is no anticipa- 
tion of a clash, how comes it that 
my country has adopted military 
conscription in peace-time? How 
comes it ‘that we talk so glibly of a 
great expansion of Civil Defence? I 
have actually received a letter from 
the Secretary of State for War ask- 
ing me to go on the platform of a 
recruiting campaign. I should not be 
surprised if I got my calling-up 
papers before long.” 

“We have,” he went on, “all the 
arrangements made which are abhor- 
rent to me—recruiting, slowing down 
demobilisation, postponing demobili- 
sation for three months, and before 
the three months are over for another 
three months, and then probably an 
Act of Parliament to extend military 
conscription from one year to two 
years and maybe three, and so it goes 


on. 

“T have the feeling that the 
human mind in this country is very 
nearly paralysed by events, accept- 
ing everything as if we could con- 
trol nothing whatsoever. Let m® 
gay, therefore, that although I do 


not know enough how to approach 

the Russians, how to deal with 

them, 1 am sure of one thing—that 

a war will not conquer Communism 

or any other ‘ism’ for that matter. 

“Let me say a word to some of the 
Russian leaders, some of whom I have 
met personally: I am a little as- 
tonished at the way they have be- 
haved at international, conferences. 
Let no-one believe I have the slightest 
friendship towards totalitarianism of 
any kind. I think it is the foulest 
form of government that has been 
conceived since the days of the 
Pharaohs. 1 have no faith in a few 
members of the working class them- 
selves—and I am one of them—dic- 
tating to the rest of their comrades. 
A dictator is the same whether he is 
a capitalist, a landlord, a banker, a 
coalminer or an engineer—all tyrants 
are of a type.” 


CURSE OF INTOLERANCE 


“ Having seen much of this sick old 
world,” Rhys Davies confessed, “ let 
me say that I have seen no better 
country than this. The curse of man- 
kind is intolerance. There is no in- 
tolerance as such in this House of 
Commons, otherwise it would not suf- 
fer me. More than that, if I spoke 
as I speak here, under Mussolini, 
Hitler or Stalin, I would be shot, and 
I do not want to be shot. So I prefer 
the House of Commons to totalitarian 
institutions.” 

At the same time, he could not but 
be offended by the presence of Ameri- 
can aircraft on the soil of Britain, 
just as he would be offended by the 
presence of Russian; and he doubted 
whether the people of Britain were 


Rhys Davies’ contemporaries 


THE “‘TEN YEAR MEN” OF 1916 


prepared to countenance another war 
so soon after the last. “In the first 
world war there were 12,000* con- 
scientious objectors’ in this country. 
In the second world war :there were 
60,000 of them. How many will there 
be if there is a war with Russia?” 

“T will not prophecy too much 
about a third world war,” he conclu- 
ded, “but the weapons which would 
be used in the next war would shock 
the human imagination. I doubt if 
civilisation in this country could sur- 
vive. When the Foreign Secretary 
says that the British race must sur- 
vive, I would suggest that if we go 
to war tnere is less chance of our 
survival than there is if we have 
peace. 


GOSPEL OF PEACE 


“These arguments may not prevail 
much. [ detest war; I want peace. 
I cannot tell how to get peace. [ do 
not know. All I know is this: if one 
man in one country, a dozen men in 
many countries, preach the gospel of 
peace as some of us are trying to do 
here, mankind may begin to listen, as 
they did when once upon ag time a 
young Jewish gentleman, two thous- 
and years ago, died on Calvary, who 
could, if He had wished, have joined 
the ‘Roman Legions and become a 
Field-Marshal in the Roman Army. 

“He preferred to die for a set of 
principles, with the result that 
churches, chapels and monasteries 
have been built to His memory all 
over the world. If He had become 4 
Field-Marshal in the Roman Legions 
not a stone would have been placed 
upon another stone’ to commemorate 
His life in this world.” 


* Actual figures 16,000, 


They said “‘No” to war 
in 1916 and were sentenced 
imprisonment. 
had had the death 
sentence read out to them 


to ten years’ 
Some 


and then commuted to ten 


imprisonment. 


years’ 


this 
reduced to 


Peace News 


week is 
four pages to make 


paper available for 


EIGHT PAGES 
NEXT WEEK 


when a special is- 
sue, launching the 
PPU’s Peace Week, 
will appear. 


See page four. 
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ZERO-HOUR 


HERE appears to be little 
doubt that Peace News was 
right in predicting that the 
Western Powers would use the 
Berlin dispute as a wedge to split 
UNO in two. Alike in the Lords’ de- 
bate and the discussion on the agenda 
at Paris, the abolition of the Veto 
has been persistently and ominously 
raised. More significant still was one 
passage in Mr. Bevin’s retort to Mr. 
Vishinsky last Monday: 

“Tf we (the United Nations) cannot 
proceed on a world basis, as we hoped, we 
must proceed on a regional basis. It is 
perhaps out of this that there may yet 
grow that World Government for which 
humanity yearns, and towards which it has 
been striving and struggling so long.” 

If any pacifist supporter of World 
Government takes that for encour- 

agement, he had better think again. 
The Veto represented Russia’s safe- 
guard against an organisation on 
which Communists were in a 
minority; had Communists been in a 
majority on UNO, America might 
have “abused” it no less. The 
World Government of which Mr. 
Bevin dreams is one which Russia 
will never voluntarily enter. 


The stage is being set for a deci- 
sive break with Russia. More omin- 
ous even than the news of the last 
two weeks has been the way in which 
the British papers have presented it. 
Gone now is all pretence of objec- 
tivity; the familiar war-time note of 
self-righteous recrimination resounds. 
And not only Lord Vansittart, from 
whom nothing reasonable is to be ex- 
pected, but Mr. Bevin himself, has 
tuned in his voice to that note: 

“If the black fury, the incalculable dis- 
aster, of atomic war should fall upon us ” 
(not, be it noted, “be loosed by us ”’), “‘ all I 
ean say is that one Power, by refusing its 
co-operation in the control and develop- 
ment of those great new forces for the good 
of humanity, will alone be responsible for 
the evils which may he visited upon man- 
kind.” 

At such a moment it is well to re- 
mind ourselves that this is arrant 
nonsense. It is quite possible—we be- 
lieve it is highly probable—that the 
Communist belief in the inevitability 
of imperialist aggression would have 
led to an armaments-race even if 
America and Britain had done all in 
their power to persuade the Kremlin 
of their peaceful intentions. But we 
shall never know, and for this reason: 
that America and Britain have re- 
peatedly acted in such a way as 
to confirm the Kremlin in that belief. 

By concealing their possession of 
the atom-bomb until it was dropped 
on Japan, they showed their own dis- 
trust of their Ally; by insisting upon 
the Russians disclosing the secrets of 
their industrial and military estab- 
lishment-—-the chief weapon in their 
defensive arsenal—to an internation- 
al inspectorate before destroying the 
atom-bombs, at a time when even 
without them America would thave 
been the strongest power on earth, 
they revealed the real measure of 
their will for peace. 

All this does not mean that Russia’s 
behaviour has been any more consis- 
tent with her peaceful protestations: 
if anything, it has been less. But it 
does mean that Mr. Bevin’s state- 
ment is false, pharisaical and dan- 
gerous in the extreme. 

For it may be too late to avoid a 
break with Russia; it may even be 
all to the good that an organisation 
like UNO, which has done little but 
darken counsel with sound and fury, 
should dissolve (the last two years 
have taught us that secret diplomacy 
has its advantages)—but, if that 
break is not to spell disaster, one con- 
dition is indispensable: a clear recog- 
nition by the Western Powers that 
they. as well as Russia, have missed 
precious, irretrievable opportunities; 
a no less clear determination to seize 
whatever new ones arise. The one is 
dependent upon the other. 


HENRY HOLM writes from BERLIN: 


We Germans are being 
taught Democracy 


HE Japanese are more fortunate than we are. 


They are only 


under one Occupation Power, not four, and the one is, 
furthermore, under the command of General MacArthur, who hag 
shown much understanding of the actual world situation. 


So the Japanese have already 2 
Constitution, with an article, made by 
the old pacifist Kagawa and approved 
by General MacArthur, which reads: 

“War, as a sovereign right to the 

nation, and the threat of the use of force, 
is forever renounced as a means of 
settling disputes. The maintenance of 
land, sea and air forces will never be 
authorised. The right of belligerency of 
the State will not be recognised.” 


This was written two years ago. 
But now, another American General, 
Blamey, is erying that Japan should 
be rebuilt as an industrial power to 
serve as a barrier against Commu- 
nism. 

I do not know whether all the 
Japanese, two years ago, accepted 
with whole-hearted sincerity the 
above-quoted pacifist statement. 
Maybe there are some who nurse a 
certain resentment against Ameri- 
cans who dropped atomic bombs on 
two Japanese towns, killing nearly 
200,000 civilians. 


Japanese dreams 


Such Japanese, should they exist, 
may have their own ideas about 
building up a new Japanese war 
potential in order to fight Commu- 
nism. J think it possible that they 
may dream of using such a potential, 
once it comes into existence, not 
against the Russians but against 
those who destroyed Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. The fact that there is 
much economic misery in Japan, 
favourable often to the thriving of 
Communism, may add to such 4 
trend. Therefore, the creation of @ 
new industrial potential in Japan is 
an enterprise not without a certain 
risk for the Americans, : 

But that is not the main point. 
The nations that lost the war were to 
be taught what Democracy means. 
In the first lesson, the Japanese had 
to learn that Democracy means 
Peace, that every thought of using 
foree had to be discarded for ever. 
The second lesson now is that Force 
has to be maintained in order to fight 
a social system born out of economic 
misery. So what they learned in the 
first lesson was wrong? : 

They have come to the point, in 
their study of the meaning of Demo- 
eracy where they are told that their 
country is valuable ag an aircraft 
carrier against Russia. I can imagine 
that many Japanese don’t like the 
idea. Have the Russians got the 
atomic bomb? When will they have 
it? It is possible that they may have 
an interest one day in destroying 
such an American aircraft carrier. 

We all know that there are more 


LETTERS TO 


Womens’ Peace Campaign 


AT the end of last August two let- 
“™ ters were published in the 
national press, resulting in a flood of 
several hundred replies. The letters 
were on the subject of Women and 
Peace, and the hundreds of replies 
which followed, were from women all 
over the country and abroad; all en- 
thusiastic in the cause of Peace. 

As an outcome of this “The 
Women’s Peace Campaign” has 
come into being: branches are being 
opened in Cambridgeshire and 
Yorks, and others are being formed. 

Expressions of good wishes’ to the Cam- 
paign have been received from Naomi Jacob 
(the well known novelist), Edith Evans (cele. 
brated actress) Sylvia E. Pankhurst and 
many others. 

Some of the letters received from the 
general public were amusing, some tragic. 
‘More than one woman stated that rather than 
endure another war and see her children 
frightened and suffer, she would die by her 
own hand, and they with her. 

One from a man, a chief steward, suggested 
that women should refuse to get meals, make 
beds, or do any other of the household tasks 
that housewives take in their stride, unless 
or until their menfolk become peace minded 
and refused to» work for war. He also suc. 
gested that if women were as assiduous in 
doing this as many of them were in handing 
out white feathers during the war, they 
should get results. 

The Women’s Peace Campaign is absolutely 
non-political and non-sectariqn and open to 
all women to join, evervwhere. 

ETHEL A. LEWHS. 
The Manse, Brill, 


Nr. Aylesbury, Bucks. 


such American aircraft carriers. 
Great Britain is one, where the first 
planes are already present, Iceland, 
Greece, Cyprus are others. At least 
in Great Britain many people have 
already manifested that they do not 
like the role assigned to them. 
America is far off, but the Russians 
might well strike back at such air- 
eraft carriers as Britain, Iceland, 
Japan. 

Still this is not the essential point. 
We once were told that Democracy 
meant that the people had to decide 
their own fate. Here the Japanese 
are not even asked about their 
wishes. Whether they are to be a 
nation that has renounced war or an 
aircraft carrier against Russia, de- 
pends only upon the interests of the 
United States. Is that now Demo- 
eracy! 

Let us turn to Germany. One 
statement first: I am not ashamed to 
belong to one of the conquered 
nations. I neither planned the war 
nor did I take part in it. I was m 
prison before it started and got out 
when it was over. To belong to 2 
conquered nation means at least that 
I am not inclined to become as 
haughty as the victors often are. 

We also are being taught Demo- 
eracy. The effect is rather poor. 


Youth looks at Goebbels 


Let us consider a German youth, 
aged twenty, and the attitude that is 
asked from him respecting one single 
person, Dr. Josef Goebbels. 

Before the “little doctor” com- 
mitted suicide on May 5, 1945, after 
having killed his wife and children, 
the young German, then sixteen 
vears old, had to consider all Dr. 
Goebbels said or wrote as definite 
truth. Woe betide him should he 
ever utter the slightest 
criticism! His very life would be in 
danger. 

On May 8, 1945, new authorities 
were established in Germany, one 
German and four foreign. They were 
all unanimous on one point: that Dr. 
Goebbels was a liar, a fool, a crimi- 
nal. Not a word was true of what he 
had ever said. The young German, 
eighteen years old now, had to be- 
lieve this. Woe hetide him should he 
venture to utter the slightest doubt 
or criticism! 

For some people, those who have 
no opinion of their own, it is easy to 
shift over from one extreme to the 
other within twenty-four hours. 
Those who find a certain difficulty in 


THE EDITOR 


What more? 


BRUCE ODSPUR says in his Com- 
mentary of September 2 “ Un- 
less the Israeli Government takes far 
more drastic steps than hitherto to 
eradicate these terrorists organisa- 
tions root and branch, its reputation 
will be lastingly blighted.” 
Following Count Bernadotte’s as- 
sassination, hundreds of terrorists 
were rounded up and jailed, and the 
“Stern Gang” outlawed, by the 
Israeli Government; the Irgun Zvai 
Leumi promised to accept “ national 
discipline.” (The latter had nothing 
to do with this despicable murder). 
These steps were fully reported in 
the daily Press. What “far more 
drastic steps” does Bruce Odspur 
suzgest? The death penalty? 


ERNST LAZARUS. 
6/3855, The Highway, E.1. 


Relief for Russia 


REW PEARSON’S idea of send- 

ing aid to the devastdted ares 
of Russigz prompts me to ask if any 
thing can be done for these areas 
similar to the Save Europe Now 
Campaign for Germany. If it can, it 
is long overdue. and the fact that it 
has not been done yet a serious om- 
ission. Is it possible to send food 
and clothing to the needy Russians? 

N. E. BLAKE. 


28 Canute Road, 
Faversham, Kent. 


doubt or , 


Campaigning 


The National Council has decided , 


to launch a new campaign with @ 
three-fold purpose: 

1. To win fresh adherents to the 
pledge; 

2. To urge that negotiations wil 
main the only way of settle 
ment for the present difficulties 
and a reliance on passive resist 
ance to meet a failure in nes? 
tiations; 

. To persuade the British people 
to accept a policy of complete 
unilateral disarmament. 


To help us publish the necessaly | 
leaflets and other printed matte 
please send a special contribution to 
Headquarters Fund and encourage ¥ | 


to go 
Ahead 


MAUD ROWNTREE, . 

Hon. Treasurer, ~ 

Contributions since Sept. 17: £20 1o8 } 
Total for 1948: £178 15s. 8d. Hl 


Donations to the fund should be 
marked Headquarters Fund,” to} F 
Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, Endslelg? 
St.. W.C.1 


gente ) 
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—. 
te 
so sudden a change are not alway> 
bad characters. f 

Now, three years after the end 9 
hostilities, the attitude of the youns 
man, now twenty, has omce more 
be quite different. 


Three years later 


to be living # 
ray 


If he happens 
Lupeck, Hanover, or Hof in Bava 
he 1s told by the authorities, vere 
British, American, that Lr. Goebbe 


) wi this 
it 
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; Ut tha 
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F ploy 


Nermitt: 


5 ' ale i 
of course was q liar and a crimimair 


But on one point the little aoct, 
was quite rignt. All he said anon. 
the danger of Communism—that he 
wonderful. Clever fellow, that litt 
doctor! You may believe all he © 
said to that effect, and we are willing 
to add some new arguments to tho 
he put before you. + of 
Sould the young man, on the otne 
hand, move some miles farther Wae™ 
to Schwerin, Magdeburg or Jemé | 
the German and Russian authoriti@™ 
teaching him Democracy, would W 
different expressions. Dr. Goebbe™ 
was a liar and a criminal, certainly” 
but on one point he was really wor 
derful: he had found out in time bo” 
rotten American and British cap! 
talism were, how they exploited U™ | 
working-class. A good brain, tH 
little doctor had, and you may ¢0! 
tinue to use his arguments to W 
effect—we even are willing to oi® 
you some new ones. is 
e nie 


thi 


So our boy has had to change Mo a 
thr 


attitude towards Dr. Goebbels 


times in a little over three year aii 


First, all that Goebbels said was 8 
the Gospel. Then all was a lie. 
half_is true, half is untrue. 
which half is true and which untt¥y 
that depends upon the geographi? 
latitude and longitude. {| 
Imagine what would become iy 
the boy, should he say in Saxol 
that Communism is a disgrace i! 
mankind and American capitalis® 
our saviour! Or if he should ise 
in Bavaria that American caplt?, 
ism was exploiting us to the ¥& 
last and Communism was our hopes 
His teachers of Democracy wot 
soon show him where he was! 1. 
How are the German young peoP 
reacting to this sort of teaching: 


Thinking still dangerous é 
Or 


Some do what they are told to 2 
without thinking. As it may Priel 
to be dangerous tomorrow to ut) 
an opinion today, better shut ae 
Keep silent and keep smiling! oi 
better, have no opinion, and put W 
in one’s ears. of 

Others go to football matches 47 
the black market and think that P0” 
tics are rotten anyhow. 


But there is still a third grog 


They listen with fierce interest oy 
all that their teachers of Democt? ¢ 


West, firmly resolved not to 
anything. There even exists 
tain danger of a new nationalism, 
of a feeling. of solidarity with, \y 
Japanese. A “ Commonwealth, of we 
Conquered Nations,” so to speak. 

are all in the same boat. é S 
being taught Democracy, and we ron! 
realising that our teachers il of 
East and West think, first of a 
saferuarding their own politica! 
economic interests. 

The old fancies are gone. 
illusions are breaking down. _ 
thing remains: the voice of 0U4 
conscience. As long as WE, 
that, we shall not miss the T18™ 
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SERMAN EX-PoWs TO BE 
i; DEPORTED 
Will Protest Be Effective ? 


Q)N June 4 Peace News gave front page prominence to a report that 
, Germans, formerly prisoners of war, who had been permitted to remain 
N this country to continue their agricultural work, were to be repatriated, 


Government sources 


i then admitted that such a step was under consideration at the highest level, 


agricultura] camps in Scotlatd and 
elsewhere, and who cannot get 
suitable privaie employment in a 
short time wil be deported to 

Germany. 

For those who live in the Western 
Zones it means that men who have in 
many cases lost their homes and their 
families will be returned to a coun- 


p the 4) 
5 re j 
ettle- | 
ilties, 4 
esist- | 
nego 
. ; NNether they wished to go back to Germany or not. 
ie Op 
plete | Mt that no decision had yet been taken. 
|, This week a joint announcement 
ssary_ fom the Ministries of Agriculture 
atte! | Wid Labour states that those in the 
on | Miploy of individual farmers will be 
ge us i fimitted to remain if their em- 
j fovers are willing to offer them con- 
j “Mued engagement. Only agricul- 
ral work approved by the Ministry 
E, 1% Labour must be taken, and it 


‘Must not displace or substitute for 
i {ttish, Polish or European volunteer 
Porkers. Germans who, before Aug. 
j) were married to a British woman 
iss apply to the Home Office for 
- to remain in any case. 


,n answer to a question in the 
t0use of Commons, Mr. Herbert 
Orrison said that the Home Secre- 
ray would deal with any applica- 
‘ “ons for men to be allowed to re- 
compassionate oor other 
n . “Such cases,” he added, 
Will be dealt with on their merits, 


L 
I: 


try where no jobs are waiting for 
them, and where they will be un- 
welcome because they are an addition 
to the workless, and because they 
have “collaborated” with the 
British. 


GRIM PROSPECTS 


For those whose homes are in the 
Russian Zone, the prospect is even 
more grim. Most of them are, prob- 
ably justifiably, terrified of being 
sent back there. The Government 
will not force that, but will release 


SHE WORKED WITH 
THE PIONEERS 


MPANY members of the old No- 
. (Conscription Fellowship and 
their friends hving in South London 
durmg the First World War will hear 
with regret of the passing on 
Sept. 4 at the age of 88 ot their 
staunch friend M. Jennie Street. 

“ Jennie,” as she was known to all 
of that band, enthusiastically backed 
by her two sisters, kept open house 
at 8 Endymion Road, Brixton 
Hill, literaily day and night during all 
those difficult years. A Quaker of 
deep conviction she gave of her best 
to the Peace Movement and in spite 
of the fullest possible life devoted 
to many aspects of Christian work, 
she was never too busy to talk to 
anyone who needed her. 

Some of us must have been 1m- 
mature cranks but Jennie had_ the 
right touch for everyone and nothing 
was too much trouble. She would 
attend tribunals, visit prisons, give 
helpful advice and sympathy, be a 
charming hostess at the irequent 
social gatherings under her roof and 
in fact, be at our beck and call when- 
ever we wanted her. Yet in some 
miraculous fashion—by working at 
her typewriter all night I used to 
suspect—she kept her journalistic 
and other work up to date. Her 
work was her life and she kept going 
till within a few days of the end and 
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Pacifist Profiles IX 


“ @™NE of the finest spiritual 
and moral leaders of our 


time,” Upton Sinclair once 


called Eugen Relgis, Rumanian 
member of the World Council of 


the War Resisters International. 
Eugen 
philo- 


Born at Jassy in 1895, 
Relgis studied architecture, 
sophy and _ litera- 


ings 
ies, but after 192 
devoted himsel 
entirely to writ- 
ing and lecturing. 
His works, apart 
from innumerable 
articles contribut- 
ed to pacifist and 
other _ periodicals 
in many countries, 


poems, books 
travel and 4 
famous sociologi- Eugen Relgis 


cal studies as The 

Principle of Humanitarianism (pre- 
faced by Albert Einstein), and 
Muted Voices, of which Stefan Zweig 
wrote: “The book is addressed to 
those who are able to hear when the 
tragic and obscure assume a univer- 
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End UNO slanging - matches 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


of facts. Here is what Candidus 
writes in the Daily Graphic (24.9.48) 
with an invitation that we ought to 
learn from history: F 

“Our forefathers were more of historians 

than we are... they knew that Russia’s 

ambition was to go on swelling until it 

Possessed the whole of Europe. - . . What- 

ever else may change in Russia, its expan- 

Sionist ambitions remain. Russian 

expansionism is new more virulent than it 

ever was under the Tsars. And it is 
infinitely more successful, largely because, 
with a. stupidity almost unbelievable, we 
helped Russia so powerfully in 1941. ... 

We forget history then. We are paying for 

our forgetfulness now, and gp is Europe. 

- - +* More and more austerity is our 

reward for having saved Russia from Ger- 

many. . . . The Kremlinites are ineapable 
of gratitude or of any of the decencies.” 

The article from which these ex- 
¢erpts are taken begins with the sen- 
tence: “History books ought to be 
re-written every fifty years” — to 
which I feel impelled to add that it 
is a good thing tor Candidus that the 
bulk of daily newspapers is destroyed 
long before five years. If they were 
not, his present wisdom about Russia 
might look odd in juxtaposition with 
what he wrote until less than five 
vears ago, about Germany. 

On the other side of the fence, 
every Russian “knows” on _ the 
authority of Pravda that our capita- 
listic bosses are so afraid of what 
would happen to them if we ever 
Succeeded in slackening our chains, 
that they are frantically determined 
to smash the Soviet’ Heaven before 
its spreading fame can “ put ideas ” 
into our slave-heads. And ail those 
who read Soviet News regularly know 
that the Russian authorities are an- 
Xious to have it known abroad that 
everything connected with the pre- 
sent and future harvests, upon which 
So much is said to depend in ease of 
war, is doing extraordinary well in 
every part of Soviet territory. 


Vishinsky proposal 
Paris, as I am writing, Mr. 


N 
I Vishinsky has just made the first 
accusation of war-mongering against 
Snecific individuals: Mr. James 
Forrestal, the USA Secretary of De- 
fence, Admiral Leahy, Mr. Kenneth 
Royall, Senator Bridges and General 
Kenney—all said to be responsible 
for what he described as America’s 
new policy of expansion and plans 
for world domination. They were no 
longer content, he said, with general 
pronouncements but were now coming 
forward “with plans for utilising 
American aviation and the atomic 
bomb for the destruction of such 
Soviet cities as Moscow, Leningrad, 
Kiev, Kharkov and Odessa.” 

He characterised the United 
Wations policy on atomic energy as 
grossly favouring America and Yre- 
asserted the Soviet Union’s will to 
peace. And then, interrupted by 
much more applause than the General 
Assembly has become used to, he pro- 
mosed that the Assembly should re- 
commend that each of the Five Great 
Powers “should reduce by one third, 
for one year, all present land, naval 
and air forces and outlaw atomic 
weapons.” 

Tt is easy to see what is unsatis- 
factory about this proposal to the 
other side: like all reductions .based 
on percentages, this one disregards 
the point of total strength from 
which reductions are to start. Yet 
it ought not to be rejected out of 
hand. Whatever a nation’s military 
‘strength may be. it is barely con- 
‘eeivable that it should be willing to 
-veduce it in any way if it harbours 
thouchts af aggressive war by mili- 
tary means. 

It is too early, as I am writing. to comment 


von the western powers’ reaction to this pro- 
posal: but if it could be accepted in com- 


WAR — WE SAY NO 


London Area of the PPU will hold a 
meeting at 


KINGSWAY HALL 


London, W.C.1. 
on 
Friday, Oct. 15 at 7.30 p-m. 


SPEAKERS: 
Sybil Morrison 


and 
Rhys Davies, M.P. 


Chair: Lord Faringdon 


bination with a provision for the suspension, 
also for one year, of the daily slanging-match 
in speeches, in the Press and over the nadio, 
the end of the twelvemonth would find a 
good many of us stili alive who will be dead 
if it is rejected. 


Growing cynicism 


AM afraid, however, that it is 

more likely to be treated as a 
propaganda stunt, the more so since 
it is quite obvious that Mr. Marshall’s 
speech of Sept. 23, which impressed 
the correspondents of The Times and 
of practically all other papers of the 
western powers as a straightforward 
and utterly sincere bid tor mutual 
understanding, was not accepted by 
the Russians as anything of the kind. 
There is no longer any secret about 
the growing cynicism of the Assem- 
biy proceeuings. astern and wes- 
tern delegates who disagree on prac- 
tically everything else are reported 
to be agreed on one thing—on whoie- 
hearted condemnation of the contrast 
between the official speeches delivered 
in the open Assembly and_ the 


opinions, plans and manceuvres dis- 


cussed behind the scenes. 

Like a litter o: young dogs, sneezing, 
coughing, barking and snarling at each other, 
squirming around a too-hot dinner that one 
of them will upset presently with an awk- 
wardly thrust-out paw, the great powers are 


doing everything but the one thing needed: | 


they are all fighting shy of the attempt to 
decide what the democracy should be for 
which they are ready to tear each other to 
Pieces, On this, the central point of al) 
their. causes of disagreement, they understand 
nothing beyond mutual abuse. Yet it sticks 
out by a mile that other things would fal) 
into place if that one fatal gap could be 
bridged. 


What is democracy ? 


T is stupid to the point of crimi- 
nality to believe the worst of 
each other. ‘the tundamental in- 
stincts of humanity are the same all 
over the world. But to say that, does 
not mean any giossing over of the 
gigantic difficulty; for gigantic it 1s, 
because it is one that affects each one 
of the millions of individuals that go 
to make up the two diiferent and 
opposing sides in this particular issue 
—the question what is meant by 
democratic regime for the 
world. Every possibility of progress 
in that direction remains out of reach 
as long as we, on our side, shut our 
eyes to the fact that the Masterners 
cannot see democracy as we do. 
The unfearing liberality of mind 
needed before a government can dare 
to allow its critics free expression of 
opinion is simply not to be expected 
from people who are barely a genera- 
tlon—and in sOme cases not even 
that!—removed from centuries of ail- 
round oppression; and who, more- 
over, have had plenty of reason since 
they removed one part of their op- 
pressions by revolution to suspect 


that the outside world is their enemy. 


In that light, too, by the- way, we 
must see the beastiy murder of 

ount Bernadotte in Palestine if we 
want to keep a sanely balanced judg- 
ment. It is sheer hypocrisy to pre- 
tend that respect for the rights of 
the individual—and all the finer feel- 
ings on which we in the western 
world pride ourselves—are funda- 
mentals of human nature. 

Any former inmate of a concentration or 
prisoners-of-war camp can tell us what hap- 
pens to those “ instincts’ when existence is 
debased to the lowest level. It will take years 
and years of the positive knowledge of their 


own security to inculeate political tolerance 
in the people of the East. 


Sidelight 


LET me end with a sidelight on the 

shortcomings of our own demo- 
cracy. The last sentence of the 
Synopsis of the new film, “ The Wins- 
low Boy,” based as everybody knows 
on a true case of a eeneration ago, 
is this: “Arthur Winslow, despite the 
inroads the legal costs have made on 
his health and wealth, faces the 
future happily with the knowledge 
that in Britain, at least, ‘ Right will 
be done’ and that the small man will 
always get a fair deal from British 
justice.” The small man in question 
stood by hundreds of pounds a year 
above the average income of the 
masses of this country. It cost him 
pretty well the whole of his wealth to 
establish his son’s innocence, and it is 
doubtful whether he would have suc- 
ceeded even then if he had not been 
lucky enough to catch the interest of 
a man famous in the Law Courts who 
also happened to be a person of in- 
fluence in the House of Commons. 
Does that really suggest that the 
dice are not loaded agaifist the poor? 


whole | 


PPU LAUNCH CAMPAIGH 
FOR NEW MEMBERS 


HE Peace Week organised by the Peace Pledge Union for October 10-17 
will also see the opening of a new campaign to swell the membership 

of the PPU and to bring home to the people of Britain the fact that pacifists 
have a solution to the present deadlock which threatens disaster for the 


whole world. 


Reports coming in from many parts 
of the country indicate that a ready 
response from the public is forth- 
coming wherever the policy outlined 
in the minute of last week’s National 
Council is put forward. 

Several hundred people in Finsbury 
Park last Swnday heard Bryan 
Anstey define the PPU’s attitude to- 
wards the present international situ- 
ation. His clear call to the people of 
Britain to give a lead to the world 
by declaring that they would have 
done with the use of arms and that 
they would henceforth stand unarmed, 
resisting any occupying power— 
American or Russian—as the Nor- 
wegians and Danes resisted during 
the Nazi. occupation, was sympatheti- 
cally received. 

Bryan Anstey asked his audience 
to be true to the British tradition that 
had produced a man like Wilberforce 


THE TASK 
BEFORE US 


The PPU National Council 
issued the two following minutes 
after their meeting on Sept. 26: 


O win adherents to the pledge, 

to renounce war. remains the 
main task of the Peace Pledge 
Union. which it expects members 
to make their first and urgent 
concern. 

Since there are no differences 
between the governments which 
can justify war or be solved by 
violence, the PPU is ready to co- 
operate in the present urgent 
situation where possible with all 
who are endeavouring to avoid a 
third world war. 

Negotiation remains the ovly 
possible way of settlement, and a 
reliance on passive resistance if 
negotiations should fail. 

The Peace Pledge Union urges 
the British nation to pursue this 
way and to accept a policy of 
comolete unilateral disarmament. 

The National Council is launch- 
ing a new campaign to achieve 
these objectives. 


While recognising that many members 
of the PPU believe in some form of World 
Gevernment the National Council is not 
able to include supvert for it in the pre- 
sent policy of the Peace Pledge Union. 


NEXT WEEK’S ° 
PEACE NEWS 


NEXT week’s special issue of Peace 
4% News will contain full details of 
the PPU Peace Week and also fully 
outline for new readers the attitude 
of the PPU in the present crisis. 

It will be especially suitable for door-to- 
door and street selling, calling on all who 
read its pages to join in the task Jf abolish- 
ing war through membership of the PPU, 
the British section of the War Resisters’ 
International. ; 
Additional copies are being printed 

and will be available on “sale or re- 
turn” conditions. Free posters and 
other publicity. material is available. 
Orders for this and extra copies of 
Peace News should be sent off with 
the minimum of delay. 

Every reader is asked to play a part 
at this critical time in getting the 
message of the Peace Pledge Union 
to the public. 

Tf you cannot join forces with 
another local! PN reader in street 
selling or door-to-door canvassing, buy 
extra copies or leaflets and leave them 
wherever people may pick them up; 
in buses, trains, trams or waiting 
rooms. See that no local meeting 
fails to have a Peace News seller or 
leaflet distributor standing outside the 
door. 

When you have done this, let Peace 
News know the result. 

Congratulations this week to two 
17-years-old Birmingham girls who 

went street selling for the first time 
recently and sold 100 copies between 
them, also to the sellers outside Fins- 
hury Park who sold 36 copies last 
Sunday morning. 
H.M. 


—who by minority action had brought 

about the abolition of the slave trades 

that had prodwced the Tolpuddle 

Martyrs who gave their lives In 20" 
vocating the right of the workers 1 

organise. “The Peace Pledge Unit 

today,” he said, “calls Britain to 4 

new task, that of ending the depen 
dence of nations upon arms and wat 
fare for the maintenance of thei) 
freedom.” 


NEED FOR COURAGE 


He warned his audience that to take 
such a step would need courage, would” 
mean running the risk of death an@ 9 
persecution; such a policy offered ne 
immediate security, only hardship am 
danger, but the end was worth whil& 
“ Atomic war offers you no security: 
it will not bring peace, it will certall- | 
ly bring dishonour to those who handle 
such vile weapons and bring death an 
destruction to women and children 
other countries.” 

As at previous open-air meeting? 
several members of the audien 
came forward to enquire how they 
could join the PPU. 

Ipswich PPU will be holding # 
public meeting during Peace Week 
It will be addressed by the Duke % 
Bedford on the subject: “« Unilatem! 
disarmament or destruction in atom’ 
war—A_ third alternative 1 
Britain.” i 


————— - 


PPU JOURNAL | 


A SPECIAL sixteen-page numbét 

. of the PPU Journal, publishé 
this week with the title, “In 
Action,” is devoted to the field wolP 
of the Peace Pledge Union. 

New posters, handbills and leafle# 
for free distribution are availabt 


from Dick Shevpard House, 6 End’ 


leigh Street, W.C.1. Groups or melt} 
bers willing to distribute them ma 
secure them free of charge. 

i 


It is not too early to 
plan your sales of 


L Pru 
Christmas Cards) 


Six attractive and colourful desig 7 
all double cards with envelopes al) 
all at 4d. each ; 


ARE NOW AVAILABLE 
SEND 2/3 (inc. postage) 
for a sample of each card and ful 


particulars of discount to grout! } 
organisations and shops. Y 


YOUR HELP IS NEEDED 
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